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About the Cover  
 

The cover picture is a postcard from 1913 and shows Payneôs Hill, Castle 

Donington. The second picture shows the same scene but in 1924, by which time it 

appears to be called Market Street.  An interesting feature that struck me was the 

position of the people, in both pictures, standing to watch the photographer ï 

something that is no longer a novelty.   Both postcards were kindly lent to me by 

Arthur Hubbard, who has quite a number of postcards collected by his grandfather.  

Compare both of these pictures to the present day óGoogle Streetsceneô and the 

location is still easily recognisable.  

 

 
 

Castle Donington, in the north of Leicestershire, stands on the old road from 

Nottingham to Birmingham.  Henry de Lacy built his Castle here in the 12
th
 

century but that has long gone and Donington House now occupies the site.  

Todayôs large village is tucked away behind the airport and has a mixture of some 

old timber-framed, Georgian, Regency and modern houses.  From 1958 to 1996 the 

most prominent landmark was the large coal-fired power station with its giant 

cooling towers.  Today its most dominant features are the East Midlands Airport 

and the Donington Park Motor Racing Circuit and Museum. 

Brian Johnson 
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The Chairman ð Peter Cousins  

 
We have had a few changes in the running of the Society over the last 12 months. 

Our new Editor, Julie Smith, who took over late last year, has continued the high 

standard of our Journal throughout 2010. Angela Slater took over the job of 

Membership Secretary in September, possibly the worst time to take over with 

renewals flooding in, and Gavin Carr our new Projects Co-ordinator has been 

exceptionally busy in organising a team of volunteers to undertake the indexing of 

Gilroes Cemetery in Leicester ï with over 50,000 burials in the first 33 years!  

 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who help to run the Society, especially the ones 

who, week after week, offer help and advice to new and existing members at our 

Research Centre at Pilot House in Leicester. A special thanks must go to Mrs. Zoe 

Bowyer, who has just retired from helping at our various research premises for 22 

years. 

 

Merry Christmas and a fruitful year of researching in 2011. 

 

Peter Cousins, Chairman 

 

Editor ial ð Julie  Smith  
 

Occasionally, when making a phone call to an insurance company or some similar 

organisation, I give my name and they say, ñSmith, how do you spell that?ò.  I 

usually find this very surprising, as I assume EVERYONE knows how to spell 

Smith!  But, I forget, there are several different ways of spelling it, even if they are 

rare and unusual.  This is something to remember when researching your family 

tree as, over the years, the spelling of some surnames has changed.  For example, 

in my own family tree I am related to a branch of Shorthouses who are also 

referred to as ñShortessò.  Explanations and examples of this can be found in two 

articles: Mick Rawleôs ñOdds and Endsò and Patricia and Malcolm Glassesô ñHow 

Did They Spell Thatò. 

 

Again, there are lots of excellent articles for you to read.  I am particularly grateful 

to Cynthia Deakin for sharing her family reunion experiences and also to Hubert 

Allen, who sent me some copies of letters that his father sent home from the 

trenches in WW1. 

 

Thanks again to everyone who contributed. 

And a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all!! 
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News and Views from the Executive Committee  
 

L.R.F.H.S. Research Centre  

Joan Silvey  
(See back page for details of regular opening hours 

and phone number etc.) 

 

DONATIONS TO THE RESEARCH CENTRE.  
 
We would like to thank the following people for their donations. Mr Jagger, 

Michael Roe and David & Lesley Kennedy.  Thank you all for you contributions. 

 

Books. 

Whitakerôs Almanac, various dates. 

Whoôs Who, various dates. 

Tracing Scottish Ancestors. 

Leicestershire Marriage index, 1700-1753, Vol. 2, Ashby de la Zouch ï Whitwick. 

Marriage and Census Index 8th Edition 2000. 

Wyggeston Girlôs Grammar School Old Girls War Work Record, 1939-1945. 

Rutland through Time, by Stephen Butt. 

Tracing your Criminal Ancestors, by Stephen Ward. 

 

Papers. 

Quorn Womenôs Institute Survey of The Tomb Stones in St. Bartholomewôs 

Church, Quorn.  

 

Fiche. 

Glasgow, Old Monkland 1851 Census. 

Cheshire, Kingsley St. John the Evangelist MIs. 

Kent, Masters and Their Apprentices 1763-1774. 

 

          Parish  Registers.   Ash-Next-Ridley   1553-1812 

                                         Meopham              1561-1812 

                                         Northfleet              1539-1812 

                                         Swanscombe         1559-1812 

                                         Chatham St. Mary Bapt   1772-1796 

                                           ñ   ñ    ñ    ñ   ñ               1797-1812 

MIs.  Milton Next Gravesend. 

         Northfleet. 

Cis Taylor T154. 
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Can You Help Us? 

 
If you have any records of PARISH REGISTERS that you no longer need, could 

you pass them onto the Society?  They can be in any form: fiche, CD or written 

transcripts.  We have received some very useful ones in the last year. 

 

If you have any books you wish to pass onto us, could you please contact the 

manager, Joan Silvey, either by telephone on 0116 62857211 or by email: 

librarian@lrfhs.org.uk, or call into the research centre. 

 

So many books received lately have been duplicates or out of date editions.  I will 

only be too happy to check if we have the book(s) or if they are any use to us.  We 

have, in the past, had some very interesting donations. 

 

Joan Silvey 

Research Centre Manager 

 

********************  

 

Christmas and New Year 
 

 
 

The Research Centre will close on Thursday 23
rd

 December 2010 at 4pm and 

open again on Wednesday 5
th

 January 2011 at 10am. 

 

I hope all members have a nice holiday and see you next year 

 

Joan Silvey 
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The Services Co - ordinator ð Mike Hutchinso n 
 

Members Interests 

 

There have been some small changes in how we supply the information for the 

Journal. Following the retirement of Liz as Membership Secretary, I have taken 

over supplying the new membersô addresses as well as the supplementary 

addresses for the interests. This may mean that there is a slight delay between the 

membership details going out, and them appearing in the Journal. Hopefully, as 

Angela and I get the new system working smoothly this will become less obvious. 

  

The revisions that Peter made to the website are now working and I hope all those 

who have supplied interests via this site, have been included in this issue. 

 

Strays 

 

I have been supplied (via the Secretary) with a selection of Canadian and 

Australian funeral notices which appeared in the local papers. They contain the 

most comprehensive list of family, and history. These will be included in the 2011 

supplement for the Research Centre. 

 

Research Tips 

 

1. Keep notes and documents filed so that you can go back over them: brick 

walls can sometimes be broken down by going back over old research. 

2. Son/Daughter-in-law on a census return can mean step children, rather 

than what we know them as today. 

3. If you find two likely candidates for your tree with the same ONS birth 

entry year, check if one of them died before a known date you have for 

your person.  

 

********************  

 

 

Outbreak of fear hits blacksmithsééé. 

On Friday, at Loughborough, Mr. Thomas Barrowdall aged 51.  He 

is the third master blacksmith who has died there within the last three 

weeks. 
Leicester Chronicle, Saturday 8

th
 October 1825 
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News From T he Secretary . 

  

 

Time seems very limited at present as Iôm doing more hours at work, thanks to a 

contact in Quorn, Sue Templeman (who hosts a wonderful on-line museum & post 

card collection).  Sue was able to put me in touch with the infamous 

RILEY/RUMSEY connection in Quorn ï and this led to a meeting with the niece 

of Canon Stephen RUMSEY and Kathleen (nee SUTTON) ï comparing family 

stories and photos over a cup of coffee.  The following day a visit to an elderly 

neighbour of the RUMSEY family ï now moved to residential care ï led to 

fascinating memories, photos and letters, and we found he actually knew my father 

and grandmother when they lived at óWoodlandsô in Thurmaston.  

 

The Blaby Marriage Index has all been finished and is now being checked, and I 

hope to have it finished shortly.  Lutterworth and Market Bosworth are now being 

collected and, now the garden needs less attention, I hope to get on with them 

during the winter. 

 

Peter and I attended a very interesting conference at Snibston ï hosted my 

Leicestershire County Council ï with a fascinating talk from Michael Wood, of 

BBC Kibworth fame.   

 

We were also invited to a history fair at Market Harborough, but sadly we already 

had commitments for the date. 

 

By the time you read this the festive season will be upon us, a time to spend time 

with the family ï the live ones! ï  so have a peaceful Christmas & a Happy New 

Year. 

 

Joan Rowbottom    

joanrowbottom@hotmail.com  

 

********************  

The Membership Secretary ð Angela Slater  
 

I am settling into the role of Membership Secretary.  I would like to thank all the 

members who have already renewed for 2011 ï there have been over 400 so far. 

Not much to say except a big ñThank youò to Liz for her willingness to help, by 

being on the end of a phone in case I need advice and guidance with queries. 

 

Angela Slater 

Membership Secretary  
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Project Co - ordinator ð Gavin Carr  
 

Transcribing the Gilroes Cemetery Burial records at the New Walk Centre is 

progressing steadily. At the time of writing this article (mid October) we have 

currently transcribed over 10,000 of the batch we are doing and these are being 

inputted at the moment.  Anyone willing to help with this work at the New Walk 

Centre, floor 13, for a couple of hours, morning or afternoon, can email me at the 

addresses below or give me a call on 0771 9641313. 

 

The Baptism and Burial registers of the Hinckley Great Meeting Church were 

photographed in the summer and are currently being transcribed. The Marriage 

register was not available at the time but we hope to do that one in the future.  

 

Iôm getting towards the end of transcribing and inputting Leicester Borough 

Marriages 1853 ï 1911 and hope it will soon be ready for checking. 

 

I am still getting a few replies to my appeal for details of Register Office and Non 

Conformist marriage details, either city or county from 1837 to 1920 and we can 

include them in the indexes. Send them to the email addresses below or give me 

the details by hand if you see me around at the events and meetings. 

 

Gavin Carr  gb_carr@hotmail.co.uk 

 

     or  projects@lrfhs.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

22 Y ears A Librarian  

 
Having decided to give up my volunteerôs job from the library, I thought that I 

would reminisce in true family history tradition. 

 

I first started in the basement of the Gentlemanôs Club at Welford Place.  This was 

indeed a step up from the cupboard over which Hilda Davis first presided in the 

Town Hall.  Although an improvement, it was a somewhat dark and dank place, 

especially on a winterôs afternoon. 
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Next, we moved up several flights of stairs to the Secular Hall.  This was a much 

lighter room and I was younger then and able to climb stairs!  Very few members 

came except for the faithful few.  The card index was here for Welford Road 

cemetery, compiled over many years under the auspices of Tom and Margaret 

Shaw.  Here we received our first batch of fiches for deaths and, with joy, I was at 

long last able to find where my great grandfather had moved to before his death. 

 

Next, was a major move to Free School Lane; down the stairs we went carefully 

carrying those precious card indexes; what a calamity it would have been if we had 

dropped them!  The new premises seemed VAST.  We now had lots of micro-fiche 

readers and now a stream of fiches to go with them.  Here we became very busy, 

with over twenty people on most Thursdays and people queuing to find births, 

marriages and deaths.  The 1881 census arrived for the whole of England and 

Wales and we were enraptured.  Lots of new members came and we did our very 

best to help them on their way, even if, on occasions, they found out details about 

their forefathers which they didnôt really want to know!  More helpers were 

enlisted and opening hours were extended.  In addition to my ñdutyò I helped 

Doreen Jordan, Pat Pashley, Shirley Saunders and Roy Hinton on the search 

service.  Doreen carefully prepared our work schedule as we ploughed through 

fiches to find lost ancestors, very often without success.   

 

Then came the first BMD; Shirley soon came to terms with this and a great help it 

proved to be.  Over the years we made considerable sums of money for the 

Society. 

 

Then came the plans for the Highcross Centre and we had to move.  What a job it 

turned out to be to find suitable premises at a price that the Society could afford 

and that was reasonably accessible.  An enormous lot of hard work went into 

setting up the present Research Centre, which again took some getting used to, as 

by now vast quantities of records had been transcribed and indexed and put on 

computer.  Unfortunately, the advent of the computer into so many homes meant 

that fewer members came; this I think is a great pity as not everything can be 

accessed through them and in some ways too much is found too quickly so people 

donôt have the time to come to terms with it.  But there you are, this is an 82 year 

old writing, who did it the ñhardò way, which I found so enjoyable amongst parish 

registers and churchyards! 

 

I have enjoyed my years immensely; have met lots of lovely people and a few 

difficult ones!  I have great admiration for all the volunteers who spend so much 

time helping the Society in so many ways, and I sincerely hope that the Society 

will continue to flourish. 

 

Zoe Bowyer 
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ANGRAVES OF WO ODHOUSE 

Several years ago the East Leake History Group compiled a book on the leading 

farming families of the village in the 19
th
 century, which included the Angrave 

family.  The Angraves were in the village for at least 200 years.  During this time a   

John Angrave moved to Hoton and became a devoted Methodist, even entertaining 

Charles Wesley when he passed through the area.  In a later generation a Thomas 

Cooper Angrave became the minister at East Leake Church.  Descendants of the 

East Leake Angraves, born at Greenwich, came back to Rempstone and 

established, with another East Leake farming family called Burrows, a steam 

engine cultivation business in the village.  Little mention is made in the article 

about a member of the family who moved to Woodhouse in Leicestershire.  Early 

this year I was approached by an Angrave descendant called Mrs Juliet Bakker, 

married  to  a  native  of  Holland, to  give  her  details of  the  Angrave family 

history  at  both  East Leake  and  Woodhouse.  I  was  supported in  the  

Woodhouse research by  Mr  Anthony  Grundy,  who  did  the  original  research 

on  the  East  Leake Angraves.  A church warden at Woodhouse allowed us 

facilities to inspect the church records.  We were able to take photos of the many 

Angrave headstones in the churchyard and visit the farm where one branch of the 

Angrave family lived for many years. 

This branch of  the Angrave family left  East Leake to  take  a  farm at Woodhouse 

about  1770,   following  the marriage  of  Thomas Angrave to Sarah Bowley of  

Rempstone.  They were married at the old Rempstone St Peters in the Rushes 

Church on May 5
th
 1766.  Their first child, Sarah (1767-1848), was born at 

Rempstone and eventually married a Rempstone farmer. Sarah Angrave is buried 

at Woodhouse, but details of the death of her husband are unknown.  Their 

following children were born at Woodhouse: 

(1)  Thomas Angrave (1772ï1837), who married Elizabeth Whittle (1781ï

1859) at Woodhouse on 19 June 1806 

(2)  Ann Angrave (1774ï1833), who married Stephen Taylor at St Marys,  

Nottingham on 3  Jan  1803. She  died  at  Costock 

(3)   Dorothy Angrave (1778ï ), who married William Woodford at 

Woodhouse on 19 Aug 1810 

(4)  John Angrave (1780ï ) 

(5)   Richard Angrave (1782ï ), who married Sarah Cawrey at Woodhouse on  

15  July 1817 

(6)   Matthew Angrave (1784ï1870), who married Mary Woodford (1796ï

1881) at Woodhouse  on  6  May  1824 

 

Thomas Angrave and Elizabeth Whittle had 5 sons and 5 daughters. The name of 

their farm at Woodhouse was Rushy Fields.  After the death of her husband in 
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1837 Elizabeth carried on the farm for some years assisted by her children, 

eventually passing it over to her son, James. Their  daughter, Ann(1807ï1890), 

soon  became  a  widow after  marriage and spent most of  her widowhood living 

with  her  sister  Hannah (1824ï1891).  Hannah took over Rushy Fields after the 

death of her uncle, and ran it until her death. 

 

Son Thomas (1810ï1866) worked  as a solicitor  in  Belgrave, and  his  widow, 

Anna  Sheppard (1827ï1911), continued  to  live  there  with  her  family  for many  

years.  Thomas is  buried  at Woodhouse and  has  a  headstone which states his 

wife was  buried  at  a  Leicester cemetery. 

 

Son James (1815ï1882) married Anne Wilde (1822ï1883) at  West  Leake  

Church on 2 October 1848. They had two  sons and  five  daughters. Four  of  the  

children died  in  infancy and  only three  of  the  daughters reached  adulthood. 

One of these daughters, Annie Elizabeth (1853ï1911), was the  main reason for  

the  Angrave  enquiry.  Annie was the great grandmother of Mrs Juliet Bakker.  

Annie had  a  row with  her  father, James, and  left  home,  eventually  arriving  in  

London, where she used  her  training  as a dressmaker as  a  source of  income.  

Before  marriage  to John  Armitage Price, a  solicitor, she  did  work  for Queen  

Mary, wife of  King  George V.  

 

Richard  and  Sarah Angrave  and  their eldest children initially  lived  at  Burton  

on  Wolds, before  moving  to live at  Beaumanor Woodhouse for a  few  years.  

They had 4 daughters and one son.  Their eldest daughter, Sarah (1818ï,1823) is 

buried at Woodhouse with a headstone.  By  1861 Richard had  moved  to a  farm  

at  Blackfordby,  near Ashby, where  he  remained  for  the rest  of  his  life.  His  

family did  not  stay  in  farming and  some  obtained  jobs in  the  brewery industry  

in  Burton  on  Trent. 

 

Matthew Angrave, the youngest son of Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  spent  his  life  at 

Woodhouse  as  an  Ag  Lab.  His family consisted of four sons and one daughter.  

Three of his sons, William, Joseph and  George, emigrated  to  North America. To  

conclude this  article I will  give what  information I  have  obtained  so  far on  

these three  sons.  A headstone in Woodhouse churchyard records this information.  

The other son became a butcher in the Woodhouse area. 

 

 I have no information about William at present, except that he went to California 

and died there.  Before leaving England in 1859 Joseph married Jane Davis (1829ï

1894) in 1856.  After arriving in New York they proceeded across the USA to 

California and started farming at Galt, nr Sacramento.  Their  son,  Joseph  

William, was born on  21 June 1861 and  after  his education joined  his  father on  

their  farm.  His father died in 1872.  Eventually,  Joseph William  decided  to  

branch  out on  his  own and  bought  a 1200 acre ranch for  cattle  rearing, some  
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distance from  Galt.  After 10 years on this ranch he rented it and returned to the 

Galt area, where he purchased 500 acres of arable land suitable for grain growing.  

He married Lorena Jennette Wooster in San Francisco on 24 December 1893 and 

they had three children: Mary, Catherine and William.  George went to Brighton, 

Ontario and became a farmer.  According  to  the  1881  Canadian  Census, he  

married  an  Irish  lady and  they  had three daughters:  Mary, Catherine  and  

Sarah. 

 

W.Buchanan (Bill)  

 

Those Were The D ays 

It is over fifty years since I left Woodhouse Eaves and I suspect that, apart from the 

general road layout, I would not recognise it now. In the beginning it must have 

been a few clusters of houses built to shelter workers in the Charnwood Forest and 

on local farms. As it grew the inhabitants became framework knitters receiving 

work from Leicester or Loughborough. Even later they caught the early morning 

worker's bus to the factories in the towns instead. 

In 1841 the Church of England became alarmed at the spread of non-conformity. 

There were several chapels in Woodhouse Eaves, but no church. An extensive 

project was brought into being. A granite rock face in the centre of the village was 

blasted out for stone and a church, a vicarage, a school and a house for the 

schoolmaster were built. There remained a cave from where the building stone had 

been extracted, a great attraction to daring youngsters. 

I attended the school, where my grandmother and mother had been taught. Built 

tight against the rock surface at the back, there were three classrooms, or two if a 

dividing screen were pulled back. In my days there were also stone-built toilets at 

the bottom of steps which could be dangerously slippery in winter. Mr 

G.M.Hughes, the first male teacher, was headmaster and Mrs Turland and Mrs 

Baylis from Quorn, were the assistant teachers. Some children were afraid of Mr 

Hughes, who was stern but fair. Nowadays the school has long been converted into 

flats. The rocks behind the school, housing an attractive war memorial on one side, 

were open and used as a playground out of school times. When I think of the steep 

drop over the cave entrance I am grateful that none of us fell. 
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The new church and school from Potterôs Charnwood Forest 1842 

In the middle of the village was Lefevre's Stores, originally set up by the Stubbs 

family, but now run by the new proprietor with the foreign sounding name. My 

mother would visit the shop on Thursday afternoon, and if we went with her we 

could choose some sweets. The goods she ordered would be delivered on Friday 

afternoon by the shop van. 

There were also two butchers, George Reeves's and Fletcher's, the first on 

Maplewell Road and the second on Main Street. The baker was on the opposite 

side of the road to Lefevreôs and run by the Squires family, who were related to us. 

On Main Street there was a barber's shop run by Mr LeButt and a shoemaker and 

mender, Mr Sutton. A little before my time there was a blacksmith's forge run by 

Charlie Sykes, another relative, at the corner of Beacon and Forest roads, opposite 

the Bull's Head pub run by the Kirby family. 

The other pubs in the village were the Forest Rock and The Pear Tree, both on 

Church Hill, and the Curzon Arms on Maplewell Road. It was after the landlady of 

this pub jumped from the window to escape robbers and broke her ankles that the 

autumn travelling funfair ï which had resumed in late September after the war ï 

was cancelled. The powers that be had seized upon the suspicion that unsavoury 

characters were brought into the village by the fair. 
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Milk was brought round from door to door (twice a day, morning and evening) by 

my grandfather, G..W. Siddons. When he gave up, his brother-in-law, J.J. Cotton, 

took over his round. At the other end of the village the Stockwell and Leeson 

family delivered from their farm. 

 
Woodhouse Eaves from a postcard dated 1905 

The main attraction of the village was the Windmill, on a hill above the village. 

The last miller was one of the Hives family, but it was already unused and 

dilapidated by my childhood, but the sails were still attached. I can remember 

seeing the blaze on 15 April 1945 as sparks from a brushwood fire caught the 

wooden structure. And also seeing another fire a few years later and hearing the 

fire engine start its noisy journey from Loughborough. 

In the late 1940s and 1950s few ordinary folk had motor cars. Foreign holidays in a 

Europe trying to repair itself after the war had no attraction. Every Saturday, 

Sunday and Bank Holiday, people would take a bus out into the countryside and 

Windmill Hill was one of the favourite spots to visit. Nearby Beacon Hill was 

higher and afforded further views, but there were no regular bus services to it. 

Whole families, mother, father, granny, grand dad and the children, would alight 

from the bus in the middle of the village and walk up Maplewell Road and then up 

Mill Lane, where there was a convenient sweet shop just about where the older 

members would have to pause to catch their breath. Into the shop the children 

would pile. Remember, sweets were still rationed but somehow they would find 
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something to their liking and pocket. Ice creams, made in the back of the shop and 

really smelling of vanilla, were also on sale. Having caught their breaths the 

upward climb continued until the scrub and brushwood around the slopes of the 

windmill were reached. The adults would find a nice spot, with a good view of 

Leicestershire in front of them, and sit and chat, while the children ran hither and 

thither playing hide and seek or ball games. At the right time, sandwiches and 

cakes would be unwrapped from baskets and all would eat heartily and drink tea 

from vacuum flasks, or bottles of lemonade. Eventually, when a chill wind began 

to be felt, the adults would pack the baskets and call in the children, and the exodus 

back to the bus stop in the village would begin. The local bus companies, 

Prestwells (run by the Preston and Hipwell families and yes, we were related to 

them) and Barkuses, would appear to take them home. When rationing as eased the 

Tudor cafe sprang up in what used to be Virgo's Stores, the village haberdashery 

shop, and some of the visitors would be lured into there rather than bring their own 

food. 

The visitors having departed, the villagers would make their way to the Village 

Hall for Whist Drives ï every Thursday and Saturday ï and dances, sometimes to 

the village accordion band led by my cousin, Dennis Stanley. There was also an 

active Women's Institute and Mother's Union. The caretakers of the hall, Reg and 

Phyllis Allen, ran a little sweet shop to supplement their income. The Playing 

Fields had been laid down under a movement to make sports fields available to the 

villagers in the 1930s. Tennis, bowls and cricket were regularly played there and 

there were slides, swings and roundabouts for the children. Modern day ñHealth 

and Safetyò would have been appalled at the risks that were run, with concrete 

standing for the swings and the slides, for example. 

How quickly places change while we are not looking. I am sure that the stone-built 

cottages in the centre of Woodhouse Eaves are still there and recognisable ï even 

to my cousin in Florida who stayed there with his aunt on his visits home. But I am 

also sure that there must be some other things remaining. My parents graves, those 

of my grandparents and great grandmother in the graveyard next to the bluebell 

wood for example, but maybe I am the only one now who knows where the 

unmarked ones are. 

Julie Goddard (Member B0932) 

An example of Georgian obsession with teethé  

It is a singular fact that Mary Ragsdall of Harrington, nr Grantham 

aged 78, in the last month cut three double teeth. 
Leicester Chronicle, Saturday 8

th
 October 1825 
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The Leicestershire & Rut land  

War Memorials Project  
 

Liz Blood, Project Coordinator 

 

Leicestershire County Councilôs war memorials project is aiming to compile the 

largest single archive on our local war memorial heritage, and we need your help. 

So far, 1,800 war memorials and gravestones have gone into a database that will 

eventually go online. We are looking for the personal stories to add to these 

records. A great amount of research on our Great War casualties has been shared 

with us by Michael Doyle, and we want to add to this, and to illuminate the lives of 

casualties of all other conflicts. 

 

The diversity of war memorials being revealed is one of the most fascinating 

aspects of the project. We have recorded war memorial lamp posts, playing fields, 

candlesticks, halls and more. Some do not carry names; others a single name, 

others several hundreds. Our earliest so far recorded is an effigy of 1421, and 

Melton Mowbrayôs Egerton Lodge now bears the name of a casualty killed in 

Afghanistan in 2009.  

 

The conservation of war memorials is another 

focus of the project, but we stress that monument 

preservation has to be complemented by memory 

and understanding. The project is therefore 

delving as deeply as it can into the lives of every 

name, to enrich our archive and make our 

memorials more meaningful to future 

generations. We are looking for any knowledge 

of a casualty connected to Leicestershire or 

Rutland, of any conflict, and would like to be 

able to include copies of photographs, letters, 

and other documents and memorabilia in our 

project. 

 

We are also recording lost and temporary 

memorials where possible, but it is a sad truth 

that there will be many more that fall into these categories than we may never 

know about. As churches and other buildings close, or their fabric and fittings are 

removed or neglected, the war memorials are at risk. We hope that the project will 

help to prevent more of them from being lost forever, by making them meaningful 

to local people once again. Highlighting this desperate need is the sad fate of a war 

memorial window in St Saviourôs church, Leicester.  
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Images from Mrs R Wright: WW1 window dedicated to 2
nd

 Lt Harvey Priestman 

Flint MC (pictured on previous page), Leicestershire Regt., Died 27
th
 May 1918, 

vandalized by squatters who broke in.  

 

Liz.blood@leics.gov.uk 

0116 2670004 

www.leics.gov.uk/warmemorials  

 

 

 

Apparently proof of death was needed..... 

On Tuesday night, in his 48
th
 year, Mr. Joseph Cooke, baker of this 

town. his father in law, Mr. Williams, who is in his 105
th
 year of his 

age, walked from his residence at Coleorton, a distance of nearly 17 

miles, to be present at the funeral. 
Leicester Chronicle, Saturday 4

th
 March 1826 
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Evelyn O r Ernest?  
 

When I started researching my family history my sister gave me various papers and 

photographs handed down to her by my mother. Some of the people in the photos I 

recognised and some I didnôt. As I progressed through the family, finding unknown 

ancestors, I would revisit these photos from time to time. 

On the back of one of them was a hand written message that said óJuly 1950, with 

love & best wishes, Ivy & Ernestô. The photo was of a man and woman, looking to 

be in their 50ôs, and the photo was stamped on the rear, Olan Mills Portrait Studio, 

Springfield Ohio, and specified a serial number when re-ordering copies. I found 

an email address for Olan Mills in Ohio but they were unable to help. 

 

My family history research had uncovered only one óIvyô in the family: Ivy Carr, a 

sister of my paternal grandfather born in Anstey in 1892. I had found that she had 

married Evelyn Victor Green on the 25th December 1912 in St Maryôs Church in 

Anstey. My first conclusion was that this was them and that perhaps with a name 

like Evelyn, her husband had perhaps taken to being called Ernest. The only odd 

thing was that there was a second photograph of the couple, much younger and 

looking very much like a wedding photo. This was in a folder with the name 

óDerbyôs Studio, Lansingô on the inside cover. Now Lansing is in Michigan, USA, 

so this didnôt exactly fit, although I thought that they could have had it taken if 

they had renewed their wedding vows. 

 

BMD searches had showed the birth of a child, William Victor Green to a Green, 

nee Carr in Q4 1913 in Leicester, but I failed to find any trace of the child in the 

School Age Records. This led me to believe that they had emigrated to the US in 

the late 1900ôs or early 1920ôs and I started to search the emigration records for 

that period. 

 

I found that the family had sailed on the SS Minnedosa from Liverpool on the 18th 

of August, 1921 and had arrived at Quebec in Canada on the 25th of August. The 

declaration showed their destination as a friend, Mrs Langton, 219 Balsam Ave., 

Hamilton, Ontario. Further searches of US immigration showed that Evelyn V 

Green crossed into the USA at the border crossing at Detroit, Michigan on the 

22nd of October 1923 and his stated destination was a friend, N Stewart at 627 

Main Street West, Lansing, Michigan. One month later, on the 24th of November 

1923, records show that Ivy and William V Green crossed at the same point going 

to E V Green at the same address. The entry above them on the list and travelling 

to the same address as them shows an Ernest Neath, age 26, born Blackheath, West 

Midlands. A search of FREEBMD shows Samuel Ernest Neath, born Q1 1897 in 

Dudley registration district. 
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 A search of the 1930 US Census shows Evelyn V Green as divorced, and a 

 boarder at 751 Euclid Avenue, Toledo, Ohio, and Samuel E Neath & Ivy Neath as 

 married couple living at 927 G. Washington Ave in Lansing, Michigan. 

 

So it looks like Ivy divorced Evelyn and married the man she crossed over with 

from Canada, and that the photo is of that marriage. Ernest really was Ernest. 

 

 

Gavin Carr 

gb_carr@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Mick Rawleõs Odds and Ends 
 
My wife Cheryl burst out laughing a couple of weeks ago when she was 

researching her HEWERDINE family. ñHeôs got to be one of mineò she spluttered.  

She showed me what she had found and I immediately said ñThey are taking the 

?!$$ arenôt they?ò 

 

Poor old Henry HEWERDINE had been entered as Henry URINE. 

 

Whilst looking up Great Glen baptisms I found the following, which made me 

chuckle. Just say it like it is spelled and it makes perfect sense.  Iôll let you decide 

what it should be. 

 

29 Sep 1782 Thomas & Mary, son and daughter of Hannah RUTCHINSON 

 

And here is a sample of some very unusual forenames from my Will Index CD, 

beginning with the letter óAô.  I will print more next time for the letter óBô.  

Enjoy...... 

 

Abimelach Shotwell  Of Swinford   1662 

Abstinance Pougher  Gentleman of Leicester  1741 

Aegid Barnewell   Of Harborough   1623 

Affable Watson   Of Markfield   1597 

Alamelach Key   Sinker Maker of Leire  1738 

Albion Shrigley   Vicar of Shackerstone  1713 

Amasa Featherstone  Yeoman of Hungarton  1822 

Apater Gregory   Of Ashby Magna   1660 
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Apollina Goodall   Widow of Leicester  1730 

Archeleus Iliff   Cordwainer of Sharnford  1852 

Aviery Craythorne  Of Leicester St Margaret  1838 

 

Abimelach Shotwell had to have been killed by a gun!  Aegid Barnewell must have 

been getting on a bit, and did Aviery Craythorne keep pigeons or canaries?  I donôt 

suppose Abstinance Pougher had any children, and I hope Affable Watson was as 

good as his name.  Amasa Featherstone has the wrong surname ï it should be 

óFortuneô. 

 

And lastly, Margo McKinstry from the USA sent me this from the 1911 Census. 

You can look it up yourself if you have a subscription to óFindmyPastô or if you are 

in our Research Centre:  type in óElizabeth Ann DELVE born 1855ô and click on 

the actual image. 

At the bottom of the page is this:  ñBiddyò faithful Irish Terrier bitch, magnificent 

watch, a demon on Cats and Vermin age 11 years. 

 

If you want to see how names were spelled in olden days see the article by Pat & 

Malcolm Glass. 

 

Mick Rawle 

 

 
 

How Did They Spell Their Nam es? 
 

We all know that names can be spelled differently, but have you seen how much 

they can vary? You could be amazed, enlightened or amused to see some of the 

ways that our ancestorsô names were spelled. In the table on the next page we show 

some examples. We took them mainly from the earlier records as these have the 

most variety. 

 

This survey comes from over 10,000 burials in the Leicester Borough parishes 

between about 1550 and 1750. The society is currently indexing these. For this 

example we have stuck to names beginning with the letter A. More than this would 

be indigestible. 

 

Four hundred years ago, spelling was not really standardised. This was 150 years 

before Johnsonôs Dictionary and most of the country was illiterate. If you could not 

tell someone how to spell your name, they could decide for themselves. 
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The records of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials began in the mid-1500s. The 

earliest parish records for Leicester are dated 1558 and members of our Society are 

currently transcribing and indexing them. As a result, we get a sneak preview of 

some of the peculiarities. 

 

As we are using burials, the names we see could have originated 50 years earlier. 

 

It soon becomes clear that there was plenty of opportunity for names to be spelled 

differently. First (or is it last?) the transcribers. We all make mistakes. Though we 

probably assume the modern spelling when that is not what was intended. Next, the 

writing may be illegible, even in the original. Then the vicar, curate, parish clerk or 

whoever made the original entry may have been mistaken or misinformed. The 

deceased could hardly be asked even if they could write. 

 

In the table of surnames, the first entry, for Abbot (etc.) shows us that double 

letters come and go. The ones at the end do not matter in alphabetical listings, but 

Abott comes way below Abbot. In Abney (etc.) we are reminded that the letter E is 

also ephemeral, especially near a Y or at the end of a name. The letter S at the end 

of a name often seems to be optional. If apostrophes were optional, what do we 

make of the S at the end of ñA child of John Andrewsò? 

 

From Archerôs Surname Atlas (based on the 1881 census) it seems that several of 

the Leicester surnames are more common here than in most other places. These 

include Abell, Astill, Armson and Atton (mainly in Rutland). 

 

Other parts of the Burial Registers also contain some interesting ñAòs. At one time, 

an Affidavit had to be sworn that the burial was ñin woollenò. It was to help the 

trade. Your guess is as good as ours why somebody might have an Alias. We 

usually index under both surnames even though this gives the wrong body count. 

 

Forenames probably depend mostly on fashion and family tradition, but the 

spelling varies as much. It may be that Ailce is a variant of Alice and that Annis is 

not linked to Ann. Who are we to say how they should spell their names. That is 

why it is dangerous to try to ñcorrectò or modernise them. 

 

Unfortunately, not all variants of names start with the same letter. If the clerk was 

not familiar with the name Ada (it was not common at this time) he might have 

been responsible for the forename entry ñEdahò. 

 

Pat & Malcolm Glasse 
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Tables 

Surnames Number 

Abbot, Abbott, Abot, Abott 6, 1, 2, 1 

Abell 2 

Abney, Abny, Abnye 14, 1, 2 

Adams 5 

Adcock 3 

Adkin, Adkins 2, 2 

Agnes (sic), Agnies, Agnis 2, 3, 4 

Aires 3 

Allen, Allin  8, 3 

Allot, Allott  3, 4 

Allsop, Allsopp, Alsop, Alsope 4, 1, 6, 2 

Alman, Almon, Almond, Almonde 4, 2, 2, 1 

Almey, Almy 8, 3 

Anderson 3 

Andrew, Andrewe, Andrewes, Andrews 10, 8, 2, 2 

Annis 4 

Archer 2 

Armestrong, Armestronge, Armstrong, 

Armstronge 

3, 9, 5, 2 

Armson, Armston 10, 3 

Arnold 11 

Asher 5 

Ashwell 23 

Aslin, Aslyn, Aslyne 6, 1, 2 

Asson, Assonne 7, 1 

Astell, Astill 3, 4 

Astley 2 

Astlin 12 

Aston 4 

Astwell 10 

Atkins 7 

Atton 17 

Audrian 2 

Aumey 2 

Auncelett 2 
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Austin 3 

Ayers, Ayre, Ayres 1, 3, 3 

 

Forenames Number 

Aaron 2 

Abigail, Abigal, Abigall 12, 1, 3 

Abraham 14 

Adam 2 

Admiral 1 

Agnes, Agnies, Agnis 48, 8, 11 

Ailce, Ailice,  2, 1,  

Ales, Alice, Alis, Allice, Alyce,  14, 159, 3, 2, 23 

Alexander 7 

Ambrose 7 

Amelia 1 

Amey, Amie, Amy, Amye, Aymie 6, 3 , 2, 3, 1 

An, Ann, Anna, Anne, Annie, Annis 16, 394, 312, 3, 10 

Andrew 8 

Andrew 8 

Anthoney, Anthonie, Anthony, Antony 2, 4, 18, 5 

Augustin 4 

 

Other ñA-ñs Number 

Accident 1 

affidavit (buried in woollen) 324 

Alderman 45 

Alias 15 (pairs) 

apparitor (sic) 2 

Apprentice 2 

Edah 1 
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Blanket Research  
 

Apologies to readers who might be looking for something juicy but the following 

is an account of my research done 40/50 years ago.  The information in those days 

usually came from ñUnclaimed Moneyò column in the press. 

 

My original diggings started in 1953 with a request for information about a 

Thomas Harvey Over, who died in London and my family, who came from that 

area, thought it might refer to them.  We searched amongst family documents, but 

to no avail. Part of the problem was that my grandfather had disappeared around 

the year 1910 and his name and references to him were destroyed. 

 

In 1962 I wrote to the Over Publishers of Rugby.  They said they had no data about 

the name.  In 1964 I resumed the hunt and wrote to the Rugby Advertiser for 

information and also to Coxs and Kings about an Over who appeared alongside me 

in the Air Force List. I did in fact get a simple Family Tree for Overs who lived in 

Rugby. 

 

In 1963/6 I was an Education Officer at RAF St Athan and had access to all the 

GPO Telephone Directories. In January 1965 I wrote 100 letters to the addresses of 

all the OVERs who were listed in the Directory.  There was a statistical fault in this 

research since to have a telephone was difficult because the GPO had limited 

resources and to get a phone you needed to have money and influence. 

 

The replies contained some offers of help with rough trees and more names, so I 

started a card Index with some 100 names. This let me build three trees ï 1 for 

London, one for Rugby and one for Cornwall. Things then moved faster. I wrote to 
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Somerset House and got some birth certificates (which, in those days, were quite 

cheap). 

 

My notes for 20
th
 February 1965 say that I had written to 115 addresses and that 66 

had not merited a reply but some 39 answers were useful. The information given 

was variable: some said they had no information, some referred me to the family 

elders and some sent trees.  I found that there were some 12 Groups throughout 

England. 

 

I joined the Genealogical Society and was able to borrow transcripts from Parish 

Registers (I paid the postage and returned the documents after I had read them). I 

also visited the Society and Somerset House, as well as namesakes in Weston 

Super Mare and London. Luckily, I could use travel warrants.  

 

I then visited Mevagissey, where the Vicar let me use church records free of charge 

because he was interested in the history of the town, in which the name Over was 

prominent.  (At that time the Church could or would charge 10 shillings per page.) 

Rather interestingly, the history of Mevagissey was changed by my visit. I found 

that way back in the past a Thomas Olver, died Thomas Over. A new vicar did not 

understand the Cornish Accent and the Cornish for Watchman (OLVA) sounded to 

him as OVER. Mevagissey has many tributes to the OVER family who were 

stonemasons and fishermen.   

 

The Mevagissey Overs also moved to London and lived near my family who, we 

later found, came from Warwickshire. 

 

I had to leave my research as I was posted abroad, and at that stage I knew of some 

12 separate family groups, some of which overlapped.  I later gave my data to my 

Nephew Nigel Over and his wife Angela, who have developed a one name site. 

 

The situation at present is that there are about 7000 related names on our Tree and 

another 1000 or so that are unlinked. There is evidence from wills that link us to 

1634 and interestingly to Warwickshire Villages, although it was not until the 

1900s that any of my namesakes came to Leicester.  

 

Costings : My records  

 

Postage        120 letters @ 2½d          £1.10s   

Letters          40@ 3d                        £   10s   

Somerset House Certificate       £3.10s   

Somerset House Search               £1. 10s   

Membership Soc Genealogist       £4.14s   6d 

Soc Genealogist Search                        £1.15s    
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Postage on Books                                    12s   

Phone calls Mevagissey & London          £1  5s   

Letters to Mevagissey                                    4s. 

Visit to Mevagissey Rail                          £5 

Boarding at Mevagissey                           £5 

Visits to London                                       £5 

Wills Cornwall Xerox                                   10s 

Visit to Weston Super Mare                     £1 

Visit London                                             £5 

Cheques to Philpotôs                                 £2. 2s  

Letters Printing                                         £1  3s  

Petrol Wales to London                       £4  

Somerset House                                   £3 

 

Total                                                           £43  

 

Finally, what about Thomas Harvey?   Yes, we are related, as we share the same 

Great Great Grandfather, who went from Warwickshire, via Lutterworth, to 

London and, interestingly, his descendant Geoffrey Over and I, do in fact 

correspond regularly.  

 

Incidentally, having an unusual name makes Genealogy interesting but, useless 

when putting ñOverò in GOOGLE gives no help whatsoever, but 1000s of entries.  

 

Frank Over     0093 

 

 
 

Information Pages  

 
New ordering system for LDS Family History Library Catalogue 

 

For many years, family historians have been able to order a wide variety of 

microfilms and fiches by popping in to the LDS Family History Centre on 

Wakerley Road.    Under our new system, ordering is done online at 

https://film.familysearch.org. You donôt need to come to the Centre until your 

order is there ready to be viewed. 

 

You will first need to create a free account by clicking on the link at the top right.  

(Don't forget to make a note of your password!)  Part way through the set up 
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process, you will receive an email.  Clicking on the link in the email will return 

you to set up, where you can finish entering your details.  You select the LDS 

Family History Centre at which you want to view your films.  You will be notified 

by email when your film is available at the Centre, at which point you contact 

them to arrange a time to look at it. 

 

As before, identify the film/fiche you want to view by using 

http://www.familysearch.org - Library - Library catalogue - Place search.  When 

you enter the number of the film you wish to order into the ordering system, you 

will be shown the details of the film from the catalogue so that you can confirm 

that you have entered the right number.  Payment is made by Visa or MasterCard.  

 

Centre contact number is 0116 2490099 during opening hours, which can be found 

at http://www.familysearch.org - Library - Family History Centers. 

 

 
 

 

NEW LRHFS CD ROM NOW AVAILABLE 

CD86 - Baptisms Index 
St. Mary de Castro's church  Leicester 1600-1921 

St. George's church Leicester 1827-1921 
Total of over 39,000 baptisms -  £11.25  

Buy online at www.lrfhs.org.uk/onlinecdsales.htm 
Or by post £13.25 inc UK postage £13.75 inc overseas postage  

Cheques made payable to LRFHS 
 LRFHS Publications, c/o 13 Langton Road,  

Wigston, Leicester LE18 2HT 
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Annual General Meeting 

& Free Open Day 2011 
 

Sunday 13th March 2011 ï 10.00am till 4.30pm 

At Beauchamp College, Oadby, Leicester 
 **************  

The AGM will take place at 11.30am 
Followed by two guest speakers: 

 

1.30pm to 2.30pm 

ñARCHIVES ON THE BOXò 
The Record Office For Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland  

And The Kibworth Experience 

ROBIN JENKINS 
 

3pm Till 4pm 

Speaker to be Announced 
 

We have invited some Local History And  
Heritage Groups to join us for the day 
 

¶ Help Deské..Let the experts help you 

¶ Membership, Members Interests, Bookstalls 

¶ CD ROMs, Maps & Guides On Sale 

¶ Tea, coffee and sandwiches available 

 **************  
Details, directions & map available at 

www.lrfhs.org.uk/agm2011 
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Moral of this tale, marry an older womané 

 

At Kegworth, on 1
st
 of March, aged 87, Catharine Wallis, better 

known as ñKitty Corsicaò.  She was born in a village of that island, 

where the elder Bonaparte had a country house, and boasted much of 

her acquaintance with Young Napoleon, whom she knew well; she 

was married to her present husband 30 years ago, then a Private in 

the 18
th
, or Royal Irish Regiment of Foot, and by him transplanted to 

his native village, where she has resided ever since; he left her for the 

West Indies and was absent 13 years, yet found poor Kitty on his 

return as faithful and affectionate as ever.  Her tenderness to animals 

was proverbial, and her kindness to some neglected children of a 

neighbour shewed she was possessed of the milk of human kindness.  
Leicester Chronicle, Saturday 11

th
 March 1826 

 

  

Genealogical Research in the East Midlands  

Derby, Nottingham, Lincoln, Leicester, Rutland, 

Northampton 
  

All types of Family History Records researched 

Documents photocopied or photographed 

Courses, Advice, Talks to groups 

Mick Rawl e  18 Wycliffe Ave, Melton Mowbray, Leics, LE13  1UB  

Tel  :  01664 - 854691         Email  :  mick.rawle@ntlworld.com  

Website : òMick Rawleó 
  

Go to website for more details, including  

NEW CD of Leicestershire & Rutland Will Indexes  
  

Family  

History  

Servi ces  
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Family History Courses  

At Pilot House 2011  

Tutor : Mick Rawle  
 

The following courses will run next year if enough people sign up for them.  I 

require 8 people on each to make them viable, so please book in plenty of time so 

that I can let everyone know that they will definitely start. 

 

A number of people who came on my Stage 2 course at the beginning of this year 

said that they wish they had done my Stage 1 course first, so even though the Stage 

1 is suitable for beginners, each lesson goes into depth on all the basic subjects, 

with handouts for most lessons. 

 

Stage 2 Family History Course 

Starts on Wednesday 19
th
 January 2011 and runs for 10 consecutive weeks until 

Wednesday 23
rd
 March. I only have 2 people so far so please book your place so 

that the course goes ahead. 

 

Genealogy on the Internet Course 

Starts on Wednesday 28
th
 September 2011 and runs for 10 Weeks until Wednesday 

7th December, with a break of one week on the 23
rd
 November (I am on holiday 

that week). 

 

Stage 1 Family History Course 

Not planned for 2011, but if enough people express an interest I will put one on, 

starting in late September or early October. 

 

All courses start in the evening at 6.30pm and last for 2 hours and cost £60.00, 

payable to me Mick Rawle on the first night of the course.  Go to my website for 

the syllabus for each course ï just type into Google ñMick Rawleò and you canôt 

miss me. 

 

There are limited places on the Internet Course because we only have 8 computers 

in Pilot House. However, if there are more than 8 people, and you have a Wi-Fi 

laptop you are welcome to bring it in, as it will work within Pilot House when I 

give you the code.  I will let you all know if that is a requirement as you book up 

for the course, but those who book first will automatically get an óin houseô PC. 

 

Contact Mick at: mick.rawle@ntlworld.com or phone : 01664-854691 
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Bletchley Park Trip  

 
On 20

th
 August a party of 33 members set off by coach from Wigston for the secret 

code-breaking station of World War Two at Bletchley Park.  On arrival we were 

shown into the drawing room of the mansion for tea/coffee and biscuits.  Our guide 

introduced himself and gave us a brief history of the house and the Leon family 

before explaining how óCaptain Ridleyôs Shooting Partyô  led to the house 

becoming  the top secret headquarters (Station X) made famous by the breaking of 

the óEnigma Codeô. 

   

This was followed by a guided tour of the outside of the buildings.  We then 

returned to the drawing room for a buffet lunch before starting our second tour, of 

the inside of the buildings.  Here we saw a mock up of the óBombeô designed by 

Alan Turing and the reconstructed óColossusô ï the worldôs first programmable 

electronic computer. Our guide was very knowledgeable throughout, with a 

number of amusing stories included in his narration.  We then returned to the 

drawing room for tea and cake before boarding the coach to return home.  

 
  

At the peak of its operation about 9,000 people were working at the site ï 

obviously all sworn to secrecy, so much so that not even the locals knew what was 

going on there.  Evidence also shows the Germans didnôt even know of its 

existence.  
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The team at Bletchley Park were not only successful in breaking the codes used by 

the German Army, Luftwaffe, Navy and U-boat fleet but by the end of the war also 

the codes used in Hitlerôs confidential correspondence.  

 

Bletchley Parkôs secret was so well kept, even after the war, that the entire site was 

on the verge of demolition for redevelopment before being saved by the trust so its 

amazing story could be told.   

 

In 2005 a couple celebrating their 60
th
 wedding anniversary visited Bletchley Park, 

and after the wife corrected the guide on the operation of the óBombeô machine it 

was learned both husband and wife had worked there during the war and because 

they had been sworn to secrecy they had never even told each other!   

 

If any member has ever considered visiting Bletchley Park but never got around to 

going, may I suggest it goes somewhere near the top of your ómust doô list. 

                                             

 

Brian Johnson     
 

                                                                                                                                                     

 

So lucrative is the office of Sexton to St. Margaretôs parish, that 6 

persons have already announced their intention of becoming 

candidate for the situation after Easter.  Their names are Elisha Bee, 

Thomas Watts, Lawrence Staines, William Reeves, Thomas Ireland 

and Benjamin Stringer. 
Leicester Chronicle, Saturday 26

th
  February 1825 

This post had become vacant after the Sexton, Thomas Stringer, was 

dismissed for drunkeness and an incident of a missing body from the 

churchyard which necessitated a reward of £100 being offered. After 

voting, Thomas Ireland and Benjamin Stringer were the favourites 

and despite concern that Benjamin Stringer was still a minor and not 

out of his apprentice, he was the victor with a majority of 56 votes. 

No doubt a cause for celebration in the Stringer family. 
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Narborough Road, Leicester  

 

This view is looking north from Haddenham Road, the first turning on the right. 

The house on the far corner of Haddenham Road had a shop front added to become 

a corner shop, but it looks closed for business today. There are houses on the left of 

Narborough Road now but no trams. 

The first building on the left of the Narborough Road with the dome and the 

awnings beyond, was opposite Danvers Road. In 1904 parts of Danvers Road had 

already been partially built up. There were only two other streets laid out further 

south and fields where Haddenham Road is now. By 1915 more houses had been 

built and there was and is a recreation ground just to the right of this view. 

1914: Danvers Road 

My father, Kenneth Howkins Broughton, was probably born here in early 

February. His father, Harry, a Printer, having returned from Mesopotamia, was 

living here in 1916 with my Grandmother Ellen or Helen Howkins. 

From Danvers Road it is a 20 minute walk, turning right at the Upperton Road, just 

visible in the distant haze with the large school building on the corner, across the 

river and canal to Chestnut Street and then Grasmere Street, the home of my 

fatherôs Grandparents, Henry Bell Broughton and Harriet Akers. Akers and Barker 

uncles and aunts and other relations also lived in this area. 

It would take half an hour to walk to his motherôs family home at Danehill Farm on 

the Glenfield Road, going along Imperial Avenue, just visible over the hedges to 
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the left in the picture. Ellen Howkins was at the home of her parents, John 

Howkins and Sarah Ann Haines, when she died in the July 1918, aged just 30 

years. An older sister, Edith Lambsden, registered her death. 

1930s: Minehead Street and Cooden Avenue 

Nine years after my Grandmotherôs death, my father moved to the Westcotes area 

of Leicester and lived at Minehead Street and Cooden Avenue. This would have 

been when Harry married again ï to Rosa Gibbs in January 1927. 

Cooden Avenue was Harry and Rosaôs home for the rest of their lives. Harry was a 

keen photographer and Rosa, being a very tidy person, threw out most of Harryôs 

photos when he died! 

Late 1940s early 1950s: Narborough Road 

In this period three of my fatherôs Howkins aunts and uncle shared a house further 

out along the Narborough Road. As widows or widowers, they came together, in 

later years, for support. One would die and another would move in.  

Uncle Bob (Walter), Aunt Peff (Ethel Livesey) and Edith Lambsden. 

 

This is Danvers Road in 2008 with the Narborough Road in the distance. The older 

building with a dome, that my father may have known, has been replaced by the 

large white building. This is a chemistôs shop, which he would have approved of 

having been a pharmacist himself. 

 

The Broughton 

backyard at  

Danvers Road or 

perhaps they lived on  

Grasmere Street  

after Ellenôs death 

but my father also 

remembered 

Danehill Farm and time 

living thereé  

 

Jon Broughton 
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COMPUTER SERVICE 
IN LEICESTERSHIRE 
& RUTLAND 
 

IS YOUR COMPUTER  GETTING SLOWER? 
IS IT IN NEED OF A SERVICE & ñM.O.T.ò? 

Service Includes: Removal Of All Unneeded & Temporary Files - Virus 
Detection & Removal ï Hardware Test ï Modem Faults Correction Of Software 
Problems ï Display & Sound Faults -Start Up Problems- Complete Re-
Installation If Necessary 

**ON-SITE SERVICE OR COLLECT & RETURN** 

COMPUTER REPAIRS & UPGRADES 
NEW COMPUTERS BUILT TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

 

Contact: Peter Cousins 0116 2929234 or 07702 127313 
E-Mail: petercousins@ntlworld.com 

www.tconlineuk.net 
ñFAMILY TREE MAKERò SOFTWARE 

ORDER DIRECT FROM WEBSITE 
 

 

 

From The Golden Book of Life  
 
Gout ï Take tops of centuary, two handfuls;  asarum root, two ounces;  boil them 

in ten pints of water to five pints ï and strain the liquor;  take eight ounces of this 

liquor, hot, in the morning some days together, and bind the plant ground ash on 

the afflicted part. 

 

Grocersô Itch ï Grocersô itch is caused by a small insect, from handling sugar;  

apply sulphur and lard. 

 

Ginger ï needs no recommendation.  Everybody knows the good properties of 

ginger.  As a stimulant for wind and stomach complaints, weakness and fainting 

fits it has no equal. 
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Giddiness, or Swimming of the Brain ï bathe the nostrils, temples and brow on 

the head with antipileptic waters, oil of amber and powder of cinnabar. 

 

Garters ï should be dispensed with if possible, as they prevent the free circulation 

of the blood in the legs, and cause an extra quantity of blood to pass through the 

head and the brain. 

 

Headache - Bathe the temples with brimstone and bitumen, or rub the open or top 

of the head well with whiskey or rum, or rub a little whiskey sharply in the hands, 

and hold to the nose;  cures headaches at once. 

 

Hysteric Fits ï take two grains of laudanum opiatum, with conserve of roses;  or 

the spirits of hartshorn held under the nose is very good in hysteric fits, or in 

drowsiness. 

 

Hoarseness ï take one ounce of freshly pulped horseradish, three ounces of honey, 

and three ounces acid tincture of lobelia;  boil together five minutes, and take a 

teaspoonful twice a day. 

 

Hiccough ï Hiccough is speedily cured by placing the finger in the ears whilst 

drinking freely of cold water, or take a pinch of snuff, or chew four wild cloves. 

 

Hop Drink  ï hop drink gives a cheerful mind, rich blood and good digestion.  

Choose the gold colour. 

 

Hair to Preserve ï a little bearsô grease, mixed in rum, promotes the growth of the 

hair more than anything known.   Apply to the hair, try it. 

 

Hair dye ï the simplest hair dye is the shells of green walnuts, boiled in as much 

water as will cover them;  strain off, and apply to the hair, and hair only, and a 

beautiful brown or auburn is the result. 

 

Hardy  To become hardy, gradually accustom yourself to less clothing. 

 

Hands ï the heart and brain has more influence over the left hand than the right. 

 

Head ï keep the head cool and the feet warm. 

 

House to Ventilate to ventilate a sick room lower the upper half of the window, 

swing the door to and fro like a fan;  this will drive the foul air or gas out. 

 

Mavis Battell (From an old book she found) 
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Did You Know?  
 

 

As mentioned on Michael Woodôs BBC Programme about Kibworth.  

 

 

Acre: The Acre, originally a stretch of land of no particular size or nature, came to 

mean land which was cleared for cultivation or grazing.  In open field farming it 

was as large a strip of land as could be ploughed by a yoke of oxen in a day.  The 

acre was standardised by Edward 1 at 40 rods long x 4 rods wide, or 4,840 sq. 

yards. 

 

Rod, Pole or Perch:  When standardised a measure of 16 ½ feet. 

 

Villein :  A general term to describe an unfree tenant after the Norman Conquest. 

He held his land subject to a range of agricultural services and fines. He was above 

the status of a slave but was, excepting the Retardant Villein, usually annexed to 

the Lordôs person, in which case he was termed a Villein in Gross.  Neither he nor 

his daughter could marry without the Lordôs permission, nor could he bring a suit 

in the Kingôs court, or obtain land which was not taxed.  Upon his death a heroit 

(fine) was paid by his heirs. In return he had a land holding and the right to graze a 

fixed number of cattle on the common pastures and to take hay from the common 

meadow. 

 

The loss of population resulting from the Black Death (14 century) put the Villein 

in a better bargaining position and his tenure gradually became copyhold (allowed 

money payment rather than services). The tenant was given a copy of the property 

title as written on the Manor Court Rolls. This lasted until 1922. 

 

From, The Local Historianôs Encyclopedia.  John Richardson. 

 

Cis Taylor T154. 

 

 
Never give up hopeéé 

On Monday, St. Nicholasô Church, Nottingham, Mr. S. Rowland a 

youth in his seventy-second year, to Miss Elizabeth Lawson, a 

buxom damsel, about the same age. 
Leicester Chronicle, Saturday 14

th
 May 1825 
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The Record Office  

For Leicestershire 

Leicester & Rutland  
Long Street, Wigston Magna, 

Leicester LEI8 2AH 
Telephone 0116 2571080 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE RECORD OFFICE  

 

News from The Record Office 

  

For one edition only, there is a change of writer for the ñNews From the Record 

Officeò. Pat has been on holiday, so normal service will resume for the next 

edition! So what has been going on at the Office over the last three months? We 

have run three very successful workshops; one on framework knitting as well as a 

beginners and an advanced family history course. All were oversubscribed and 

everyone who attended said how enjoyable the courses were.  

 

We also embarked on a series of lunchtime talks, the subjects ranging from the 

Poor Law to Agricultural Labourers. Having never run a series of lunchtime talks 

at the office we were a little anxious as to how they would be received. We 

shouldnôt have worried; the numbers at lunchtime steadily increased as the word 

got around. So due to their success, and that of the Saturday workshops, we are 

hoping to run some more of both the workshops and the lunchtime talks in the 

Spring. The dates and subjects are still to be confirmed, so keep an eye out for 

them or leave your name and address at reception and we will send you details as 

soon as we have them.  

 

Another exciting venture at the office is the publication of ñThe Searcherò, our new 

journal. The first issue will look at Leicestershire from 1938 to 1945 and the 

articles are as diverse as the Tigers serving in the Middle East to memories of the 

Leicester Blitz.   

 

The eagle-eyed amongst you may have seen various members of staff briefly on 

the television lately. I am of course talking about Michael Woodôs ñHistory of 

Englandò.  Robin Jenkins, Jess Jenkins and Pat Grundy had starring roles, 

discussing and explaining the documents on camera. One of the pleasures of the 

series was to see the documents at the heart of a history programme. The 

documents themselves were allowed to tell the story of the village and its people, 

and it was this that has really brought the past to life and made fascinating viewing.   
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On the subject of involvement in history we do have a request for your help. In 

November 2011 the Royal British Legion celebrates its 90
th
 birthday and we are 

proud to be involved in a project that will record and celebrate the contribution 

made by the Royal British Legion in Leicestershire over the past 90 years. The aim 

of the project is to find out what documents, photographs, films and memorabilia 

survive in the community. What is equally important are the memories of the 

people involved. If you would like to share your memories of the Royal British 

Legion, or if you have any information, please contact Margaret Bonney, who is 

coordinating the project.  

  

One last piece of information is that during the months of December and January 

we will be closing at 6pm on Wednesdays instead of 7.30pm. There is no change to 

our opening hours on a Saturday morning.  

 

All that is left for me to do is to wish everybody a very Merry Christmas and a 

happy and prosperous New Year.  

 

Lois Edwards 

 

More From T he Registers  
 

Some more marriages found in the Borough of Leicester. Were these couples made 

for each other? 

 

St Paul 1903   Joseph Bliss & Maggie Devine 

St Stephen 1907   William Henry Strong & Emily Weeks 

All Saints 1877   Henry Thomas Wright & Alice Read 

St Mark 1897   Isaac Brown & Hannah Green 

St Saviour 1897   Alice Snow & Albert White 

St Mark 1893   Oliver Suffolk & Emma Kent 

St Andrew 1890   Emily Smith & Harry Wesson 

     (A Shotgun Wedding?) 

St Marks 1891   Abdon Squire & Clara Lord 

St Barnabas 1902   Ernest John Morris & Emily Hillman 

 

One for football fans: 

Two marriages on the same page at Holy Trinity in 1909. 

Walter Everton & Edith Whitworth 

Joseph Sunderland & Louisa Carter 

 

Gavin Carr   gb_carr@hotmail.co.uk 
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Baptisms Completed  
 

The last of the early Leicester Borough Church baptism registers have now been 

recorded and converted to surname/forename indexes and produced on CD.  I was 

pleasantly surprised to find my (Birmingham born) grandmother aged 5 on the St 

Mary de Castro register. Not on the International Genealogical Index (IGI) it was 

an event waiting to be discovered.  Similarly, the baptism of my husbandôs 

maternal 3x great grandfather couldnôt be found around the time he was born, 

about 1807, but did appear as an adult baptism in 1837 at St Georgeôs; although, 

annoyingly, it didnôt include the names of his parents!   

 

The oldest person to be baptised in Leicester Borough was not the lady I mentioned 

in the last Journal but was in fact a man aged 72 ï Thomas Duxbury (a builder) 

living at Nichols Street, son of Richard and Elizabeth Duxbury, the father being a 

hosier.  This baptism took place at St Georgeôs Church on 8 August 1887.  I think 

he must have had a premonition of his death as, according to the Welford Road 

Cemetery index, he was buried there on 15 August 1887! 

 

* * * * * * *  

Merged Surname/Parents Index o f 

Baptism Data in Leicester Borough  

 1558 ð 1837  
(over 80,000 entries)  

The merging and rearranging of data throws up all sorts of queries and quirks.  In 

several instances where an odd/different óparentô appeared within a group, they 

were checked out and found to be an adult baptism; that is, the parent themselves 

being baptised at the same time as their children.  Lots of instances have emerged 

where children appear to have been baptised twice within a few days, or were they 

just entered again on the same register by accident?  Many occurrences indicate the 

same names appearing on two different church registers on the same day, date and 

year.   

 

It is interesting to know when your surname first appears ï I can remember 

trawling through the town church registers in the past. Now you donôt have to 

ótrawlô ï just check out the pre 1837 merged index and all will be revealed!  It is 

actually a surname / parents index using the data already published (we have the 

technology ï letôs use it).  

 

Sue Shore 




